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Overview
As we reflect back on this unprecedented year, we want to first recognize 
the amazing resilience of our students and teachers in the face of the 
overwhelming challenges this pandemic has presented for both the 
theater industry and higher education. After Hunter College moved 
online in March 2020, our instructors worked tirelessly to continue to 
engage students with rigorous and inspiring experiences, and our 
students demonstrated remarkable fortitude and tenacity as they 
continued to create art in the face of a world filled with uncertainty. 
While it has been a difficult year, we have experienced many moments of 
inspiration along the way.

This past Spring, our MFA students studied with playwright and 
interdisciplinary artist Lisa D’Amour, whose acclaimed play Airline 
Highway was produced on Broadway in 2015. At the conclusion of the 
academic year, we celebrated the graduation of our second-year 
playwright John J. Caswell Jr.  In September, we welcomed a new, 
thrilling class of MFA playwrights for a rigorous, artistically-fulfilling 
semester which included courses with guest instructors Clare Barron 
(2019 Pulitzer Prize Finalist) and Lloyd Suh (2020 Horton Foote Prize 
Winner).

The MFA Playwriting Program flourishes because of the extraordinary 
generosity of the late Rita Goldberg, and our gratitude to Mrs. Goldberg 
and her family is boundless.



MASTER CLASSES

In addition to their regular coursework, our students took a number of 
master classes over this past year. These were intimate, intensive workshops 
meant to give students a depth charge of creative inspiration. In the Spring, 
we offered master classes with playwright Mia Chung (Catch as Catch Can), 
Helen Hayes Award-winning director Will Davis (Men on Boats), and Yale 
Drama Series and Lily Award-winning playwright Jen Silverman (Collective 
Rage). Our Fall workshops included master classes with Pulitzer Prize-win-
ning playwright Michael R. Jackson (A Strange Loop), Obie and Lily 
Award-winning director Whitney White (Our Dear Dead Drug Lord, What to 
Send Up When It Goes Down), and Paula Vogel Award-winner and Hunter 
alum Charly Evon Simpson (Behind the Sheet). 

Master Class with Charly Evon Simpson, Fall 2020.



ROUNDTABLE READINGS

Our Hunter MFA Roundtable 
Reading Series made its debut this 
fall. Our second year MFA 
playwrights had a one-day rehearsal 
and presentation with a professional 
director and actors. The writers 
worked with a fantastic group of 
directors including Ralph B. Peña 
(Artistic Director, Ma-Yi Theater 
Company), Annie Tippe (Obie 
Award, Octet), Lisa Peterson (Obie 
and Lortel Award, An Iliad), Jackson 
Gay (These Paper Bullets, Transfers, 
Insurgents), and Tina Satter (Obie 
Award Winner, Is This a Room). 

PLAY LABS We continued with Play Labs this year, a 
new initiative designed to foster 
collaboration between undergraduates 
in the Hunter Theatre Department and 
the MFA students. This year, our MFA 
writers offered Play Lab workshops on 
topics including playwriting, devising, 
monologue and character creation, and 
scene structure, offering undergrads 
insight into the process of writing and 
developing a new play. 

Play Lab with MFA Candidate Jamie Rubenstein 
Fall 2020

MFA Roundtable Poster, Fall 2020



LOOKING AHEAD
We will continue online courses for Spring 2021 with guest lecturers Lisa 
D’Amour and Maria Striar (Artistic Director, Clubbed Thumb). The capstone 
thesis class taught by MFA Program Director Christine Scarfuto will feature 
visits from industry professionals from Off-Broadway, regional theatre, and 
literary agencies along with a new collaborative project with early career 
designers. We also look forward to the Hunter MFA New Play Festival, which 
will celebrate work written by the class of 2021. The festival will happen in 
two stages: the first will be a virtual presentation held May 3-7, 2021, and 
the second will be an in-person presentation when live theater resumes. 

STUDENT & ALUMNI NEWS
-John J. Caswell, Jr. (‘20) won the Vineyard Theatre's 2020 Paula Vogel Playwriting Award. He 
succeeds Charly Evon Simpson (‘17), who won the same award in 2019. Caswell is currently in 
his first year of the prestigious Lila Acheson Wallace Playwriting Program at Juilliard. 
-Omar Vélez Meléndez’s ('19) play Notes on Killing Seven Oversight, Management and 
Economic Stability Board Members will premiere at Soho Rep when live theater resumes. He 
was also named as a 2019-2020 Writing Fellow at the Playwrights Realm.
-Lily Akerman’s (‘18) play The Commons received a world-premiere production at 59E59 
Theaters produced by The Hearth in January 2020.
-Garrett Zuercher’s (‘22) company Deaf Broadway, which creates theater for and by the deaf, 
has begun a groundbreaking virtual series providing complete American Sign Language access 
to beloved musicals from the Broadway catalog. Productions include Sweeney Todd, 
Company, and Into the Woods. Additionally, Zuercher’s play Hard Places was selected for the 
2021 Reverb Theatre Arts Festival, a festival of disabled artists being hosted by Roundabout 
Theatre Company. 
-Liz Appel (’21) had a piece published in the compilation Theater Artists Making Theatre in a 
Time of no Theater published in Spring 2020.
-Zoe Lasden-Lyman (‘22) was a finalist for the 2020 Eugene O’Neill Playwrights Conference.

Wishing you all a healthy start to 2021!
Hope to see you at the Baker Theatre Building sometime this year.


